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1.  Describe the peace agreements that were signed by Israel and the major nation states in the region between 1977 and 1979.  What group was not satisfied or addressed in these peace agreements?
a. Between 1977 and 1979, there were a series of peace agreements signed by Israel and various Islamic Middle Eastern nations. The nation of Jordan was infuriated at the results of the peace talks, because they felt as if it was a slap to the face of their king. 
2. Describe why the PLO was created, who was its leader?  What were its goals?
a. The PLO is the Palestine Liberation Organization. It was created to “liberate” Palestine from Israeli control. Its leader was Mahmoud Abbas, or “Abu Mazen”. Its goals were to recover territory lost to them by Israel. Their claim to the territory was invalid to begin with, and they used questionable methods in attempts to “reclaim” them.  
3. Describe the Oslo Accords?  What happened to the PM from Israel that signed these agreements?
a. Negotiations concerning the agreement, an outgrowth of the Madrid Conference of 1991, were conducted secretly in Oslo, Norway, hosted by the Fafo institute, and completed on 20 August 1993; the Accords were subsequently officially signed at a public ceremony in Washington, D.C., on 13 September 1993 in the presence of PLO chairman Yasser Arafat, the then Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin and U.S. President Bill Clinton. The documents themselves were signed by Mahmoud Abbas for the PLO, foreign Minister Shimon Peres for Israel, U.S. Secretary of State Warren Christopher for the United States and foreign minister Andrei Kozyrev for Russia. The Accord provided for the creation of a Palestinian interim self-government, the Palestinian National Authority (PNA). The Palestinian Authority would have responsibility for the administration of the territory under its control. The Accords also called for the withdrawal of the Israel Defense Forces (IDF) from parts of the Gaza Strip and West Bank. It was anticipated that this arrangement would last for a five-year interim period during which a permanent agreement would be negotiated (beginning no later than May 1996). Issues such as Jerusalem, Palestinian refugees, Israeli settlements, security and borders were left to future negotiations. In 1995, the Oslo I Accord was followed by Oslo II. Neither promised Palestinian statehood.
4. Describe the Gaza strip, and what happened there in the early 2000’s.  Why is the area hotly contested?
a. In 2006, the Hamas, a Palestinian terrorist organization, invaded the Gaza Strip and ousted the Israelis. A new Palestinian government was established, led by Mahmoud Abbas. In 2008, Israel sent F-16s over the Gaza Strip after a breakdown between the Hamas and Israel. The area is hotly contested because both Israel and Hamas believe that the Gaza Strip is rightfully theirs. 
5. What is the reasoning behind the most recent (a few weeks ago) conflict in the Gaza Strip?  Who is Hamas?  
a. On March 21, during US President Barack Obama's official visit to Israel, Palestinians in Beit Hanoun fired four rockets at the Israeli city of Sderot, triggering alarms in local communities and forcing residents on their way to work or school to run to bomb shelters. One rocket hit the backyard of a home in the city, spraying shrapnel into the walls and shattering windows. A second projectile landed in an open area within the surrounding Sha'ar Hanegev Regional Council. The two remaining rockets were believed to have landed within the Gaza Strip. The Mujahedeen Shura Council, a Palestinian Salafi group, claimed responsibility for the attack. On April 2, Palestinians attempted to fire two mortar shells into Israel; both landed within the Gaza Strip. Later, in the evening, a third projectile was fired into the Eshkol Regional Council. The Mujahedeen Shura Council claimed responsibility for the attacks. Israel responded to the attacks with air strikes on two targets in the Gaza Strip that night, causing no injuries. This was the first such strike since Operation Pillar of Defense. Israeli Defense Minister Moshe Yaalon said: "We see Hamas as being responsible for everything that is fired from the Strip at Israel. We won't allow any routine involving a drizzle of rockets at our civilians and forces." On April 3, Palestinians from Gaza fired two rockets at the Israeli city of Sderot. The rockets struck during the morning as children were arriving to school, triggering the alert siren and sending families into bomb shelters for cover. The United Nations special envoy to the Middle East Robert Serry condemned the "indiscriminate firing of rockets into civilian areas" and also called on Israel to exercise restraint. France said it "harshly condemns" the rocket fire on the "civilian population in south Israel". Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said: "If the quiet is violated, we will respond strongly". On April 4, Palestinians again fired a rocket and three mortar shells at Israel. A rocket landed in an open area in the Eshkol Regional Council at around 2 am, triggering alarms in nearby communities, while two of the mortars fell within the Gaza Strip.
